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maintain its whole culture at the same level ad infinitum. In
practice this never happens, since sooner or later there will
be wars, plagues, famines, fires, and floods which will blot
out the repositories of knowledge, whether these be records
or persons. The fact that it requires a perpetual struggle to
maintain civilization, let alone to advance it, is little realized,
since for the last three or four hundred years Western
Europe, with its colonies in America and elsewhere, has been
going through a phase in which the gains in knowledge'
have far more than compensated for its losses. Recently,
however, there has been a change, and there are now those
who tell us that war may bring about the downfall of
civilization. According to the generally accepted theories
of progress this is impossible. It cannot be supposed that a
war, however disastrous, would destroy all, or nearly all,
of the inhabitants of Western Europe, and the survivors
should be able to join up the broken threads, and continue
as before. Perhaps those who make this dismal prophecy
have a dim realization of the fact that civilization does not
depend just upon people, but upon scholars and scientists,
and that their existence depends upon a good deal more
than the mere necessities of Hfe. Exactly what their
existence does depend on it is extremely difficult to say, but
one certain fact is that, taking the world as a whole, the
unimpaired maintenance of knowledge is a rare phenomenon,
and any increase of knowledge very much rarer still.